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This essay focuses on a theory of human development that 
has been promoted aggressively by a group of Afrocentrists 
in recent years - that the Western Hemisphere was first 
populated by "Africoids" or "Black" people who came to the 
Americas by way of Asia and the Bering Straits with little or no 
change in their physical or racial characteristics. As discussed 
in this article, the theory has no support in the evidence 
collected by scientists in various fields. The essay focuses on 
the basic claims and methods used by the Afrocentrists to 
support their theory, including their misuse or misinterpretation 
of mostly outdated scholarship produced in Europe and the 
United States during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. A brief concluding section makes reference to the 
potential repercussions of this theory on relations between 
African Americans, Native Americans and Latinos of Native 
American and part Native American background. 
Afrocentrism or the Afrocentric view has emerged in recent years 
as one of the most controvers ial issues in the rancorous debate over 
mu lt icu l tural educat ion i n  th is country. Afrocentr ism is frequently used 
by c r i t ics of eth n ic stud ies  and mu l t i -cu ltu ra l i sm to d i sc red i t  such  
movements for their  al leged promotion o f  social and  pol it ical d ivis iveness 
in  U .S .  society. Critics point to the anti -Semit ism,  the den ig ration of 
Eu ropean cu lture ,  and to the smug sense of racial superiority that they 
see i n  much of the Afrocentric l i terature .  But it should also be made 
clear that Afrocentr ism does not constitute a monol ith ic po int of view. 
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There are d iffe rent types or d iffe rent g radations of Afrocentrism.  For 
example ,  Mann ing Marable has made a d istinction between "scholarly" 
Afrocentrism and "vulgar" or  popular Afrocentrism in his writ ings . 1 To 
some degree , this view is accurate , but there is also considerable overlap, 
and as a resu lt ,  it is often qu ite d iff icu lt to d ifferentiate between the tWO.2 
Afrocentr ism o r  the Afroce ntr ic view has its o r i g i ns  i n  the 
n i neteenth centu ry b lack national ist and pan-Africanist ideas of  Edward 
W. B lyden , Alexander Crummel l ,  Africanus Horton and Mart in  Robinson 
Delaney. These were among the f i rst African descended d iasporans to 
positively connect such people to an ideal ized African cont inent conceived 
as ethn ical ly un if ied . Accord ing ly, African d iasporans were seen as "a 
family" o r  "a race" that should identify with or  " retu rn to the land of  the i r  
fathers and  be  at  peace . "3  These ideas and others that focused on the  
African or ig i ns  o f  human cu ltu re and  civi l izat ions were adopted and 
developed further in  the decades that fol lowed by W. E .  B .  DuBois, Marcus 
G a rvey, A i me Cesai re ,  Leon Damas , Leopo ld Senghor, Carte r G .  
Woodson ,  Cheikh Anta Diop,  Theoph i le  Obenga, Mau lana Karenga and 
ot h e rs befo re t hey were synt hes ized and re-co nceptua l i zed  as 
Afrocentr ism in  the mid 1 980s by Temple Un ivers ity Professor Molefi 
Kete Asante. Accord ing  to Asante , Afrocentr ism is a "ph i losophy, "  a 
"worldview, " a gu ide for "personal and social t ransformation , "  and a 
"theoretical i nstrument fo r the exami nat ion of phenomena" which p laces 
African peoples at the "center" of i nqu i ry as "subjects" rather than as 
"objects" on the marg ins of the European experience.4 As we shal l  see 
below, Afrocentr ism also frequently incl udes a cultural hegemonism and 
a rac ia l ist view of humanity that tends to p rivi lege "black people" at the 
expense of other  peoples,  including Native Americans.s 
This paper wi l l  focus on the racial ist views promoted by a number 
of Afrocentrists and their appl icat ion to the orig ins and physical evo lut ion 
of Native Americans. The view towards Native Americans and other 
peoples , as ide from Europeans and Africans, has not received much 
scrut iny from the critics of Afrocentrism.  The debate up unt i l  now has 
focused p ri mari ly on "b lack" versus "white" issues or  on Afrocentrism 
ve rsu s  E u rocentri sm . 6  In  th is  paper, I w i l l  a rgue  that a rac ia l ist  
Afrocentrism which focuses on Native Americans in  a hegemonic manner 
is fundamental ly Eurocentric i n  i ts  or ientation .  I t  a lso shou ld be made 
clear that the advocates of these views are connected to both the 50-
cal led "scholarly" Afrocentrists and the so-cal led "vu lgar" o r  popu lar  
Afrocentrists .7  
The Afrocentric view towards Native Americans and the peopl ing 
of  the Americas has been art iculated by Legrand H .  C legg I I ,  Runoko 
Rash id i ,  Ivan Van Sertima, and Keith Jordan,  among others. Their  bas ic 
premise is rooted i n  the Afrocentric view that h umanity began i n  Africa 
and was racia l ly "black" o r  "Af ricoid . "  In the Afrocentric scenario, the 
early " B lacks "  mig rated from Africa and populated the ent i re g lobe ,  
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i nc l u d i n g  the  Ame r icas , befo re the  emergence of "Caucaso ids , "  
"Mongoloids" and Native Americans. I n  an early articulat ion of th is theme, 
Leg rand H .  Clegg I I  developed the scenar io further by suggesti ng that 
the "Mongolo id"  ancestors of Native Americans might have participated 
in a g lobal conspi racy, led by "thei r  wh ite counterparts , "  to up root, defi le ,  
ann ih i late and appropriate the cultural ach ievements of  the "B lacks"  who 
al leged ly preceded them.8 
U nderlyi ng th is scenario and those of other  Afrocentrists is the 
not ion that bands of "b lacks" o r  "Africoids" m igrated to Asia, moved north 
to S iber ia ,  c rossed the Ber ing Strait i nto Alaska, and populated the 
Ame ricas wi thout  u nde rgo i ng  any k ind of perce ived b io log ica l  or  
evo lut ionary change.  I n  support of th is concept, the Afrocentrists re ly 
very heavily on legends, oral t radit ions ,  an earl ier  generat ion of African 
and African American writers ,  and the cranial o r  skeletal stud ies publ ished 
by racial ist scholars from Europe and the Un ited States in the period 
from the mid-n i neteenth to the mid-twentieth centu ry. Accord ing ly, the 
Afrocentrists bel ieve that there were th ree and poss ib ly fou r mig ratory 
movements from Northeast Asia into the Americas i n  the period between 
40, 000 B.C. and 2, 000 B.C. The earl iest was "possibly" a migration of 
" Pygmoids"  or " D i m i n ut ive B lacks" who are described as be ing  of 
" u n u s u a l l y  s h o rt stat u re , "  with "ye l l owi s h "  to " da rk  b rown " s k i n  
complexions ,  "t ightly cu rled ha i r, "  and in  frequent cases, "steatopyg ia" 
(unusual ly large buttocks , especial ly i n  women) . They are also described 
as being related to the modern-day " Pygmies , "  " Negritos , "  "Negri l los , " 
"Khoi-Kho i , "  "San , "  and "Hottentots" (etc .)  of Africa, South Asia and the 
Pacific reg ion .9  
Although the Afrocentrists are not certa in about the migration of 
"Pygmoids" or "D im inutive B lacks , "  because "the supporting evidence 
is extremely sparse and i nconclusive , "  they nevertheless assert that there 
was a subsequent m igration of "Australo ids" i nto the Americas in the 
per iod afte r 40, 000 B.C. The "Australo ids"  a re descr ibed as be ing  
longheaded ("dol ichocephal ic") , "dark-skinned ( invariably black) , "  with 
"b road , f lat"  noses , "f leshy l i ps , "  "beetl i ng "  b row r idges , " reced ing "  
foreheads, " ha i r  that ranges from wavy to  straight , " and  with "alveolar 
p rognath ism" o r  the forward project ion of the area above the l i ps due to 
large teeth and a robust dental arch .  They are also said to be re lated to 
the " Mundas" and the "Veddas" of I nd ia and Sri Lanka and to the "Kooria" 
o r  "aborig ina l "  populat ion of modern Austral ia .1o 
I n  the second o r  th i rd stage of the Afrocentric scenar io ,  the 
"Australo ids" are fol lowed by "P rehistoric Negroids" o r  "Clovis-Folsom 
Point Blacks . "  These ind ividuals are def ined as being  a "sub-type of the 
Afr icoid race , "  but the descript ion of  th is  g roup is  somewhat vague .  
Accord i ng  to C legg  " the  'Neg roid'  race"  is " long-headed ,  and dark­
sk inned" with "cri nkled or wavy hai r, a nose that ranges from broad to 
keen and l i ps that are often f leshy, "  but Rash id i  asserts that the "Clovis-
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Folsom Po int B lacks" are related to the "Melanesians" or the so-cal led 
"As iatic Negroids" of the South Pacific region and may be ancestral to 
these g roups . 1 1  Scholars have asserted that the "Melanesians" and 
othe r  so-ca l led "Asiat ic Negro ids"  are a special g roup , 1 2  but to the 
Afrocentr ists it is clear that th is populat ion is a "sub type" of "the B lack or 
Africo id race" based on thei r promotion of rac ial stereotypes and al leged 
s im i larit ies i n  physical characteristics and appearances . 
I n  t h e  f i n a l  s tage of t he  Af roce nt r ic  sce n a r i o ,  " i nvad i n g  
Mongolo ids" begin to d isp lace the earl ier  "Negroid , "  "B lack , "  o r  "Africoid" 
popu lat ions  in many parts of the Ame ricas (c i rca 2000 B . C .!) . The 
" resistant Africoids" are said to be "uprooted , "  "exterminated , "  and "almost 
total ly absorbed" by the " i nvad ing  Mongolo ids . "  Quot ing Eu rocentr ic 
scholars ,  the "Mongoloids" are described as being " Iongheaded , "  with 
"b road faces" and "s lant eyes . " 1 3 As the Afrocentrists see it , the "fus ion"  
of  the " i nvad ing mongoloids" and the earl ier "Africoid" popu lat ions resu lts 
in the emergence of the "American I nd ian" as a phys ical type by the 
t i me of the arrival of the Europeans i n  the s ixteenth century, but they fai l  
to  def ine th is stereotype with any degree of  precis ion . 14 I t  shou ld also 
be noted that the physical types articulated above are the same ones 
that were used by the old racial ist scholars of Europe, the Un ited States 
and the other  reg ions of the world that were s ign ificantly i nf luenced by 
th is  scholarsh ip .  As a result ,  the Afrocentrists re ly very heavi ly on the 
cranial  and skeletal studies that were done by the physical anth ropologists 
of the late n i neteenth and early twentieth centuries.  
For example ,  the Afrocentrists make reference to the works of 
Haro ld S .  G ladwin ,  Roland Dixon ,  H.C. Haddon,  Earnest Hooton ,  Arthu r  
Keith ,  Pau l  Rivet and  other racial ist scholars and  craniometrists o f  th is 
period . They also try to ut i l ize the i r  works to support the Afrocentr ic 
assertion that the f i rst Americans were "Africo ids" or  "B lacks . "  Very often ,  
however, t h i s  o l d  and  hopelessly out o f  date scholarsh ip  i s  not used i n  a 
ve ry c a re fu l  o r  t ho ro u g h  manner. Fo r i n stance , the Afrocent ri sts 
c o n t i n u o u s ly make refe re nce  to the "Aust ra l o i d "  and " N eg ro i d "  
characteristics that were seen in  the excavated skul ls of Native Americans 
by the early c ran iometrists . They fai l ,  however, to report that these same 
scholars were general ly mystif ied by the overal l  conclus ions of thei r 
research .  I n  fact, there was an i ntense debate with i n  the scho larly 
community with regard to the orig ins of Native Americans and their al leged 
racial  characteristics in the earl ier  part of this century. As a result ,  Dixon ,  
Haddon ,  Hooton ,  Keith and  many of  the  other scholars who stud ied the 
subject were general ly much more carefu l  i n  their use of the prevai l i ng 
rac ial  concepts and term inology than the Afrocentrists would have us 
bel ieve. For example ,  Hooton used the terms "PseudoAustraloid" and 
" Pseudo-Negro id"  when he d iscussed the skul ls  of Native Americans . 1 5 
At the same t ime,  D ixon , upon whom the Afrocentrists rely very heavi ly, 
used the terms "P roto-Australo id" and "P rotoNegroid , "  when referring to 
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the same c ran ia . 1 6  It is also clear that Dixon was not referri ng to modern 
Austra l i ans  or Af r ican " B lacks" when he  used these concepts o r  
terminology. A s  h e  c learly states in  h i s  " Racial H istory of Man" the use of 
the term "p roto Neg ro id . . .  does not mean that actual  Negroes . . .  are 
supposed to have m igrated to the New World . " 1 7 He also states that 
The terms Proto Negroid, Mediterranean , etc. are merely 
conven ient (although perhaps misleading)  names for a 
series of purely arbitrary types which might j ust as wel l  
be denom i nated by numbers o r  t he  l ette rs of the  
alphabet. . . . 1 8 
The Proto Negroid type designates a form of skul l  which 
is dol ichocephal ic ,  hypsicephal ic ,  and platyrrh ine,  and 
carries with it no necessary impl ication whatever that 
any other  features which we may be accustomed to th ink 
of as occurri ng in Neg ro crania are also present. . .  1 9 
The name Proto-Negroid . . .  carries with it no impl ication 
i n  regard to skin color, hai r form , o r  any other superficial 
or  structura l  featu res which may be found in the modern 
Neg ro .2o 
. . .  the statement that among a g iven people the Proto­
Negroid Type is strongly represented does not imply 
that they have or  had a black skin or  wool ly hair.2 1 
Of cou rse, the racial ist scholars of yesteryear were not able to 
resolve thei r d ifferences with regard to the orig ins of Native Americans 
and thei r  al leged racial characteristics . This d isagreement was one of 
many factors that eventual ly led to the col lapse of most race theories 
based on biology, genetics , and morphology by the late 1 960s .22 The 
effort to subdivide the human species into "Caucasians , "  "Negroids, "  
" M o n g o l o i d s "  a n d  ot h e r  " races "  based  o n  ske l eta l  o r  c ra n i a l  
measurements i s  n o  longer taken seriously b y  the scientific community 
as a whole,23 but the Afrocentrists who write on Native Americans and 
other  g roups would have us bel ieve that they continue to be both valip 
and very usefu l .  In the case of Native Americans, what resu lts is the 
promotion of the old Eurocentric racial ist ideal . Accord ing to Clegg ,  the 
" I ndian or  red man" is of "Mongoloid stock with a broad head , straight ,  
b lack ha i r, b road and p rominent cheekbones, and a broad concave 
nose . "24 In other writings, Ivan Van Sertima, Keith Jordan and others 
establ ish add it ional l im itations on their  version of the Native American 
physical type. Accord ingly, p reColumbian Native Americans could not 
have been re latively tal l i n  stature ,  with darker skin  color, "aveolar 
prognath ism, "  "African"  noses , "Semitic" noses, "thick l ips , ·  or  "ful ly 
fleshed l ips . "  They also would not have been capable of growing "goatees· 
or "f lowing beards. "25 
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It should be noted that the Afrocentrists also rely on h istorical 
documents and oral traditions in their efforts to f ind support for their  
assertion that "Africoids" or  "B lacks" were the fi rst Americans .  For 
example, the Afrocentrists make reference to the presumed sight ings of 
"B lacks" in the Americas by European explorers in the late f ifteenth and 
early sixteenth centuries, but these references are problematic because 
they fai l to take into consideration the wishful th inking of the Europeans, 
especial ly the Spaniards and the Portuguese. Based on the i r  knowledge 
of geography and the i r  fami l iarity with the ethnic and environmental 
concepts of the t ime, the European explorers were expect ing to find 
"Blacks" in  the equatorial regions of the Americas. Christopher Columbus 
and Americo Vespucci appear to have been rather perplexed by the fact 
that they could not f ind "Blacks" in the same latitudes in which they were 
presumably found on the African continent. As a result ,  there were a 
number of reported but unconfirmed sightings of "Blacks" in various parts 
of the circum-Caribbean reg ion along with reported sightings of monsters, 
mermaids, Amazons and other types of strange phenomenon that the 
explorers were also expecting to see.26 
The Afrocentrists also make reference to a number of Nat ive 
American or I nu it ("Eskimo") oral traditions, but the quoted stories are 
very few i n  number and raise a number of questions that Afrocentrists 
have perhaps fai led to consider. These trad itions supposedly make 
reference to the "Africoid" precursors of "Mongoloid ( Ind ians) " in early 
America, but there is no certainty that these stories are in  fact rooted in 
the distant past or have not been modified considerably over a period of 
t ime.27 The Afrocentrists also assume that Native Americans have always 
understood the Eurocentric concepts of race and the racial ist use of the 
term "b lack" when reference is made to people or  the skin  color of 
humans. It is also absolutely clear that the Afrocentrists have chosen to 
ignore the thousands of legends or stories which place the o rig ins of 
native peoples on the American continent-- in its soi l ,  its rivers , and its 
envi ronment--not in some distant continent.28 At this point we should be 
reminded of the consensus that exists among archeologists and other 
social-scientists with regard to the orig ins of Native Americans . Based 
on the evidence that has been collected thus far, it is bel ieved that the 
ancestors of modern Native Americans began to migrate f rom S iberia 
into Alaska and Northwestern Canada sometime between 1 1 , 000 and 
35,000 years ago. It is also bel ieved that modern Native Americans and 
Siberians are in  part descended from the same ancestral populations of 
Northeastern Asia.29 
Based on the "evidence" that they present, it would seem that 
there is no basis for the Afrocentric assertion that the fi rst Americans 
were "Africoids" of "B lacks , "  but they are incl ined to art iculate the i r  
assertions in  an often aggressive and preachy manner. This preachy­
ness is in  part rooted in the al leged confl ict between Eurocentrism and 
1 34 
Haslip-Viera-Afrocentrism and the Peopling of the Americas 
Afrocentrism and is seen in the numerous and often d isparaging remarks 
which are made about the western scholarly tradition in thei r writings. It 
is absolutely clear, however, that when it comes to Native Americans 
(and other non European and African peoples as wel l )  it is this same 
western scholarly t rad it ion that fo rms the basis fo r the Afrocentric 
assertions. Essential ly what is seen is a debate between contemporary 
Afrocentrists and the Eurocentric scholars of  yesteryear over how to 
define Native Americans and the peopl ing of  the Americas. Any Native 
American perspective is obviously missing in such a debate. This problem 
is clearly evident not only in the Afrocentric view of the peopl ing of the 
Americas, but also in the Afrocentric view toward Native American culture 
and its evolut ion. 
Without providing any concrete evidence , Ivan Van Sertima and 
other Afrocentrists have publ ished books and articles which claim that 
the ancient "Egypto-Nubians" inspired or created the fi rst Native American 
"civi l izations . "  They also claim that Africans , particu larly West Africans, 
came to the Americas at various t imes between 1 200 B.C.  and 1 492 
A.D.  and entered into peaceful relationships with the "Mongoloid-I ndians . "  
However i t  is a lso c lear that most of  these assertions are inspired by 
Eurocentric rather than Afrocentric ideas.3o Thus Van Sertima and his 
col leagues would resurrect the old racial concepts and stereotypes which 
characterized Eu rocentric. scholarsh ip prior to the 1 960s. They would 
reintroduce the old outdated skeletal and cranial studies to identify Native 
Americans as " racial types . "  They would also revive the old racial ist art 
criticism of f igu rative art.  They wou ld resurrect the o ld comparative 
l ingu istics with its "word l ist games. "  And, they would reinstate the old 
Eurocentric concepts of cultural superiority and what it means to be 
"civi l ized. "31 
Despite the protestations of Van Sertima and his col leagues, 
there is also u ltimately what C.  Tsehloane Keto cal ls a "hegemonism" in 
much of the Afrocentric l iteratu re on Native Americans.32 Clegg and 
Rashidi  may write about the up- root ing,  extermination and absorption 
of earlier "Africoids" by invading "Mongoloids , "  but an Ivan Van Sertima 
wi l l  maintain that Native Americans emerged as a rather dul l -witted and 
un imaginative people who requ i red the input of the superior Egypto­
Nubians in order to develop complex societies and cultures. Thus, not 
on ly are the fi rst Americans said to be "Black, "  but the f i rst American 
"civi l izations" are also said to be "Black. "33 
Although Afrocentrists in general have argued for an "accurate 
representation of information" and the need to create a new Afrocentric 
h istory which wi l l  raise the "self-esteem," "self-worth" and "self-respect" 
of African Americans, we seem to have in this case a rather transparent 
attempt to use the old racial ist Eurocentrism to d istort the record at the 
expense of Native Americans and Latinos of Native American or part 
Native American background.  In particular, Clegg , Rashid i ,  Jordan, Van 
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Sertima and thei r  supporters appear to be qu ite wi l l i ng  to trample on the 
self esteem of Native Americans by min imiz ing their ro le as acto rs in  
the i r  own h istory, by den igrating the i r  cu ltu res, and by usurping their 
contr ibutions to h u man development in  the name of some distorted 
Afrocentric vers ion of "accu rate representation" and "se lf-esteem" for 
African Americans.34 
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